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frequently cry when their property is taken away, when
they are left alone in a room, when they are working at
something too difficult for them, when other children or
adults refuse to play with them or look at what they have
made or what they are doing, and when they are getting
dressed or undressed, especially in winter clothing. Some-
times children being given mental tests will suddenly push
the testing materials from the table and burst out crying
when the exercises become difficult. As long as they can
pass the tests readily, this reaction does not occur.
After the mother has discovered the probable causes of the
child's crying, she may study the ways in which some of these
causes can be eliminated; others, which are the result at
poor previous training, may be gradually modified by re-
education along specific lines. She should demonstrate how
unavoidable causes of pain and disappointment may be met
bravely, at the same time giving him assurance o£ her sym-
pathy and understanding.
The physical condition of the child is of primary impor-
tance in preventing excessive crying. A well child is usually,
with the exception of a few unavoidable ups and downs of
life, a happy child. Physical defects, irritation, fatigue, pain,
or general weakness will usually be discovered in the child
who cries a great deal.
When crying is unduly frequent, especially beyond three
years of age, the causes may be traced to oversolicitude of
parents, supersensitiveness, or lack of ability to profit by
experience.
TEMPER    TANTRUMS      •
Adults have had sufficient experience with violent emo-
tions to recognize to some extent the panic which a little
child must feel when he is, as it ^yere, seized by the over-
whelming physiological disturbances of anger and fear.
They will, accordingly, do nothing to aggravate the intensity
of his emotion. The child needs help in learning to control
the situation in the beginning when the release of energy
can be harnessed to active efforts to overcome the difficulty

